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GLO Field Notes

A short course to better  
Understand the details of the 
ORIGINAL GLO SURVEYOR½S NOTES



GLO Field Notes
Ancillary Notes

(Extra or Explanatory Notes or Marks)

ÁResurveyed

Á4ÈÅ Ȱ5ÎÄÅÒÌÉÎÅȱȟ Ȱ$ÁÓÈȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ3ÌÁÓÈȱ

Á Additional Corner Information

Á Personal Observations

Along the Line
ÁCreek Calls

Á Line Trees

ÁOther Features

All Those Trees!
ÁDiscussion of the common (and uncommon) trees and their abbreviations



What are Field Notes?

Ȱ&ÉÅÌÄ .ÏÔÅÓ ÁÒÅ Á ÃÏÎÃÉÓÅ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÒÅÃÏÒÄ ÏÆ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÄÁÔÁ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓȟ 
ÁÃÔÕÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÁÎÇÉÂÌÅȟ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÎÄȱ ɀRay L. Riggs





General Instructions
to

Deputy Surveyors
(Illinois and Missouri 1834)



Ancillary Notes



Dash, Underline & Slash
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Information

&

Personal Notes



Along The Line











All Those Trees!

General Instructions 1834
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ÅProspect K. Robbins 1788 Massachusetts

ÅJoseph C. Brown 1784 Virginia

ÅWilliam Henry Ashley 1778 Virginia

ÅErskine Stansbury 1807  New York

How Did You Learn To Identify Trees?

Formal Training in Dendrology

Books or Guides

Training or Instruction From A Mentor

What would you call a Maclura Pomifera tree?

A large percentage of the Deputy Surveyors were natives of New England or the 

Eastern Seaboard

However, some of the Chain-men, Flag-men and Axe-men were probably hired from 

the local population and would have some knowledge of the native tree species.










